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| great diſtreſs, have dwelt upon 
mind; and been of great uſe under re- 
ſent affliction, and therefore I was. willing to 
recommend to your ſerious 
hopeing God will render them of 
vou alſo, whether 
There are two things 


they lead us to fix our thoughts, 


ur circumſtances are 


1 II, To ſhew what an Soca comfortable 5 


conſideration it is, that our times are in 


and of God. eee = SR 
11 „ e 4 


2 9 . 


” poet _> 42+... "us Y 5 $i * ty _— "a 8 © Y 


is * 9 


3 10 * fonks n may re men appro- 


8 priate God to themſelves, and have a war- 
rant to ſay, 2 art my God: 


* 0 bY 
* ” lk * S 


In a more general! ſenſe, He is the God of 
all creatures, as He is the univerſal Parent. 
He is called the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 


becauſe He is the Former of their bodies, 
and the Father of their ſpirits, and their 
rightful Goyernor, whether they conſent or 


refuſe to pay Him due allegiance, 
But He is; in a more ſpecial fenſe; the 


God of all good men, of all 2 chriſ— 


_ principally on two accounts. 
1. Every good man hath made a chains | 


4 1 fincere dedication of himſelf to his ſer- 


vice and honor. P/aln xvi, 2. 0 wy" Yu! / 
thou baſt ſaid, Thou art my Lord. 

He hath, renounced the devil, the ell | 
and the fleſh, and is come under a choſen 


ſubjection to God thro' Chriſt ; He hath ac- 
knowledged his right to and property in Him, 


as ae, Prelerver and Redeemer, and 
| _ fub- 


3 9 * * - » 


ſubmitted. to. his. govern ant and; diſpdlal, | 
and is deliberately. and. fixedly reſolved, that 
whatever others do. He. will . the | 
Lords... A WF nn 
- Tis the language of h his very hoe * « tru- 
." "ol ty, I am thy Servant, I am thy Servant ! 
J will be for thee, and not another, Con- 
* ſtrained by thy mercies, I preſent myſelf 
e to thee a living facrifice; to thee. I yield 
5 28 as my ruler, and reſolve by thy aſ- 
« ſiſtance to ſtudy thy will, and pay a chear- 
« ful obedience, and walk in all thy. ſtatutes 
« and ordinances. I chooſe Thee as my ſu- 
e preme good and felicitating portion; whom 
<« have 1 in heaven but Thee ? and there. i 18 
| e none upon earth, whom I defire 1 in compa- 

1 * riſon with Ther.. 

9 2. God hath accepted his dedication, and 
lt him into a near relation thro" Jeſus 
Chrift. | 

He owns every ſincere chriſtian.: as a friend, | 

yea as a child. John i, 12. to as many as re- '2 
ceived Him, to them He gave power to become . 

the fons of God, even to them who believe on 

bis name. 2 Cor. vi. 16, 17. I will be your 
God and FI ſhall a my people, touch not the 


3 unclean 


——— 


Þ us 


—— — —— ——⁰ — — — — p 3 2 / f * 


— 2 1 * 
. — we ae 0 SIS „re ag i i cc P 


1 


(6) 


unc ian thing, and I will recbive m md bo 
a Father unto you, nd you ſhall be 9 fort 


and daughters, faith the Lord. 

Therefore they have a warrant, as none 
others to ſay, Thou art my reconciled God, 
my loving Father, my all- ſufficient F riend, 
and everlaſting Portion, Thou wilt guide me 


by thy counſel and receive me to glory 8 


O what a priviledge i is this! well might 
the apoſtle, as in a rapture, ſay, 1 Fobn ill. 1. 
behold hat matiner of love the Father. hath 
beſtowed on us, that we ſhould be called the 8 


children of Godt 


II. Bur 1 proceed to the other general 
head, to ſhew, what an agreeable confide- 


. fatiorr it is, that our times are in God $ | 
hand. | 


By our times, x underſtand dür lives, and 


all the various turns, ocurtences, circam- 


ſtances and events thereof. Our ſeaſons of 


proſperity and adverfity, danger and delive- 


rance, of doing and receiving d ; ea 
death itfelf. 4 8 A 


And when we ſay theſe are in Got 8 
hand, T mean, that nothing can befall us 


hone * appointment, at leaſt without 


2 his 


4 * 

5 his knowledge and permiſſion, As the uni- 
verſal Governor He ordereth, diſpoſeth and 
over-ruleth all events by his wiſe and good 
providence, + .in the beſt manner upon the 
Whole, for his own glory and the good of 
his people. But tis proper we ſhould conſi- 
der this important doctrine a linge more Que 
cs in a few particulars. 

1. Our life or exiſtence is in God's 1 


from the beginning to the concluſign thers- 
„ 


From Him we received. it as a free gh, 
who is the Original of all being, the Former 
of our bodies and the Father of our immor- 
tal ſouls, Job xxxili. 4, The fps : 

bath made me, and the breath of the Almi 5810 8 

hath given me life, Ads xvii. 2 5. He giveth 
to all life and breath and all things. 
Ĩ be firſt man, indeed, was produced by 
immediate, creating power, but tho his 

poſterity derive their exiſtence by ordinary 

generation, yet as God eſtabliſhed cg 
He is ſtill in the proper ſenſe, the gi 
life, tho' not in ſo immediate a man; 
He gave it to the firſt of our race. 


Lo 


= 


* : 


| y 


7 2 
And tis He who ſup porteth and uphold. 
ns our brittle frame, and watcheth over 
our lives by a conſtant inſpection, a and main- 
+taineth the vital union between the two con- 
ſtituent parts of our nature, as long as He. 
ſceth good. He is therefore faid by his kin nd | 
viſitation to preſerve our f. pirits and bold our 

ſouls in life. | 
And it is in bis power to prolong q ot 
ten our lives, as He ſeeth fit. This He 
E as his prerogative. I &/ and I 
make alive, I wound and T heal, nor can any, 
deliver ont of my band. He hath reſerved 
this intirely i in his own. hand, fo that we are 
utterly uncertain how long we ſhall live, and 
' therefore are directed not to booft ourſelves of - 
to-morrow, fince wwe know not what a day will 
bring forth. This night our ſoul may be. 
required ; and this our Lord propoſeth as a 
motive to be in an habitual readineſs, re, 
know nei ther the 25 nor the ſeaſin 2 the 

fon of man cometh. 

2. If by our times we andert the op- 
Portunities of being uſeful, of doing good or 
receiving and improvin 8 advantages for ſoul 


or 


— 


| 3, 0 9 * wy 
ar body, theſe alſo are in God's hand, 0d 
his diſpoſal. 

If perſons have an \ opportunity of noun} 
0 g the neceſſaries and conveniencies of life, 
by diligence in their callings, by happy in- 
cidents in their favor, by the ſeaſonable ad- 
vice, and kind aſſiſtance of their friends, 
they ought to aſcribe it, not to their good 
fortune or chance, (which are vain words 
without a meaning) but to the good provi- 
dence of God, which giveth power to get 
wealth, or blaſteth our E and re- 
dutetly to poverty. = 

Our goſpel- times and opportunities of ac · 
ig ſpiritual knowledge, and advancing 

in the divine life, by the diligent improve 
ment of the means of grace, and the influ- 
ences of the Holy Spirit, are under God's 
direction, and at his diſpoſal, to continue or 
take them away; to cut down the cumbe- 
ers of his ground, or grant them a ee 

G in his vineyard. | 
3. If by our times we underſtand the oc= 


currences of life, - proſperity or adverſity, 
eaſe or pain, health or ſickneſs, ſafety or 


danger and deliverance z theſe are in God's. 
Cc band, 


een. * . 
band; managed, diſpoſed and oer wiel £1 a 
his wiſdom and power. | 

Whatever befalls the world in Senat or 
particular nations, plenty or ſcarcity, peace 
or war, ſickly or healthful ſeaſons, Zood or 
bad times are under his direction, in a way 
of kindneſs and reward, or correction and 
puniſhment. Daniel ii. 21 . He changeth 
the times and the ſeaſons, He removeth kings 
and He ſetteth up kings, He giveth wiſdom 
to the wiſe and knowleage to the ans aaron 


® 


mg. 
3 this ſenſe the words of God by the 
prophet are to be underſtood, Jai. xlv. 7. 
J. form the light and I create darkneſs, I make 
peace and I create evil, I Jabovab do theſe 
things. National bleflings and calamities 
are at my dif] poſal, according td your beha- 
vior. Amos iii. 6, Shall there be evil an the 
| city, and the Lord hath not done it? 7 
And whatever relateth to our perſons or 
nch is equally under his inſpection and 
management. He caſteth our lot and fixeth 
the bounds of our habitation, and maketh 
a difference between us and others in a way 
of * or eee or trial. 85 
If 


hb 5 


| 5 mn} 

if ſickneſs and pain enter our houſes and 
8 n our perſons, we are taught by Holy 
Scriptures, that they do not come from the 
duſt, or ſpring out 6f the ground, but they 
are inflicted or permitted by God, and there- 

fore faith Elphaz, I would Jo unto God, and 
commit my cauſe unto him. | 
And when we are recovered and raiſed 
up from the brink of the grave, 716 He who 
healeth our diſeaſes, and redeenieth our, life 
from deftrufion, and crowneth us with hving- 
kindneſs and tender mercy. Job v. 19. He 


. maketh fore und bindeth up, He woundeth; 


and his hands make whole. He will, deliver 
thee in fox troubles, and in ew no evil 1 foal 
 routh thee, - 
If our Habitations and ſubſtance > have 
been ſaved from devouring flames, og be- 


cauſe He watcheth over and cauſeth us to 


dwell in ſafety; for except the Lord Reepeth 
the city, the watchman waketh in vain. In 
ſhort every preſervation, every eſtape or de- 
liverance by night or by day, by land or by 
ſea, is the effect of the divine care and ſu- 

perintending providence. Pſalm evil, 23. 
They that 40 down to the fea” in ſhips ſee the 


C 2 — work 


_ (nu) 
[a | forks of the Lord, und bis wins in the i 
alep, He rarſeth the ſtorm, and he turneth it 
into a calm. It was therefore a pious, and 
rational feply of Jeb to his raſh wife, when 
ſhe ſaid, curſe God and die; Job ii. 10. ſhall 
we receive. good at the hand of the Lord, * ( 
ca we not receive cui! ? | 
4. The concluſion of our times or lives | 
is in the hand of God. He hath the keys 
of the unſeen world, and of death, and o- 
peneth and none can ſhut, and ſhutteth and 
none can open. Pſalm civ. 29. He taketh 
' away. our breath, we die and return to our 
duſt, Job xiv. 20. He n our COUNTENANCE = 
and. fengeth US aWAy.. 
If a ſparrow doth not fall to the Se] 
without his knowledge and permiſſion; how 
much more is He concerned about the neem 
of a man, and a chriſtian? _ . 2 
All the circumſtances of our 3 are 
een and diſpoſed by Him, whoſe diſpenſa- 
tions are all right and equal, how dark and un- 
accountable, ſoever they appear to us. Clouds 
and darkneſs are round about Him, but righ- 


teouſneſs and judgment are the foundation 
of his throne, | | 
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_Heving hewn in What ſenſe our Gtnes re 
unde hand of God, I proceed ta ſhæw, : 

II. What an agreeable, comfortable. con- 
Gderation this is to all good men, who have 
choſen Him for their God, and ſtudy to ap- 
prove themſelves to Hin; and here I-ſhall 
ſuggeſt a few hints to c RING een 
ditations. n Li. A Di 
1 be our times are, is 
1 f- infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, and 
therefore we may be certain that it is only 
K need be, that weare exerciſed with ane 
tion. 419 21.0 

er Hei is my heavenly Father, who: vill n not 

S chaten me out of humor, and for his on 
« pleaſure, but for my profit; for He de- 
9 rn of his children. He 

r* doth not willingly grieve or put his chil- 
c  debn! to pain, but when there is- occafion, 
1 and it would be really unkind to let them 
« go. without correction, and they would 
« ſuffer in their ſpiritual intereſts for want 
e of ſeaſonable chaſtiſement. I know. O 
te Lord, that thy judgments are right, and 
te that im faithfulneſs Thou afflicteſt me to 
4 L or cure ſome: nene of ſoul, ir- 


. er regular 


1 (t 7 14 15 1 
40 regular paſſion or appetite, to o quicker me 
te to duty, to heal my backſlidings, to try 
and improve my virtues and graces 'by 
tt proper exerciſe, and make me partake of a 
greater meaſure of thy holineſs, to refine 
tec me from earthly affections, and draw up my 
heart more towards the heavenly world, 
and make me more meet for that everlaſting 
te reſt, which remains for his people. 
2. Our times are in his hand who will 
not correct us with greater ſeverity; or put 
more of the bitter ingredient into our cup ö 
| _ is proper. 
He knoweth what ſort of affliction is maſt 
ct ſuitable to my caſe, and moſt fit to anſwet 
* his gracious intention, nor will he continue 
« his rod upon me any longer than his uner- 
cc ring: wiſdom judgeth moſt convenient.” 
3. Since our times are in his hand who is 
our God and Father, we may be aſſured from 
His goodneſs 'and promiles, of 18 —_ 
e e 
« He will bon my e Avenged, i and 
80 4 very preſent help; He will lay upon me 
< no more than He will inable me to bear, 
rc * his ihe wil be ſufficient for me, and a 
2 | | I 5 „ << my 


. 156% 

my. Wan is, ſo my ſtrength ſhall be, and 
« in the moſt proper ſeaſon He will com- 
be mand deliverance by removing the afflic- 
« tion, or removing me into thoſe quiet re 
e gions, where the wicked ceaſe from troub- 
* ling and the weary are at reſt, 

« In ſhort, if I am ſincerely devoted. FA 
„Him as my Lord, I am ſure that all 
te things ſhall work together for my higheſt 
te benefit, and that theſe light and momen- 
ce tary afflictions, rightly born and improved, 
will work for me an eternal weight of 
glory. Theſe and the like comfortable 
| meditations naturally ariſe from the conſi- 
deration that our times are in the hand of 

our God and Father, than which, nothing 
is more adapted to ſupport and incourage 

good men under every ſort of affliction. 
Theſe things are written, that our joy may 
be full. | E 
But 'tis time to proceed to the i improves 
ment of the ſubje&, - 

1. What hath been ſaid may juſtly. a 
larm the fears of wicked men, and ought to 
quicken them to a ſincere and | pordy repen- 
tance. E 
| None . 


Und >: 
"Ne one but they who have engen their 
| Kine and devoted themſelves to God through 
Chriſt,” have an intereſt in his ſpecial fa- 
vor, and a right to truſt in Him and rely on 
his care and kindneſs; to the wicked God 
faith in Pſalm L 15. What haſt thou to hb to 
1 declare my Ratutes, or to take my covenant in 
thy month, fince thou bateft infirudtion, and 
cafteſ my words behind thee? To a good man 
it adminiſters ſubſtantial comfort to be able 
to fay, "Fhou art my God, my times are in thy 
band and at thy diſpoſal; and would wicked 
men allow themſelves to think cooly of mat: 
ters, it would ſtrike them with terror, that 5 
their times are in the hand of one whom they „ 
| Have made their enemy by wicked ous 
who hateth all the workers of iniquity, arid - 
hath power, at any time to kill the dy and 
caſt the ſoul into hell. i | 
Almighty power and r is armed a- 
gainſt you; and tho' his abuſed patience 
gives you time and ſpace for ' repentance, He 
will not always forbear and wait to be gra- 
cious, but will at length eaſe himſelf of his 
adverſaries, and take vengeance on his im- 
placable enemies. P/alm 1, 22. Confider this, 


28711 


to) 
ye that forget God, left He tear you in piects, 


end there be none to deliver you. Pſalm vil. 
11, 12. God 6s angry withi the wicked every 


day ; if He turn not, He will whit bis fork, - 


te hath bent his bow and made it re 


Conſider your dangerous ſtate, an arid repent 
and turn from all your © rut return 
finner, return to thy offended ſoveteign, and 
lay with the repenting prodigal, Like xv. 
18, 19. Pather I have finned again heaveh 
and before thee, and am no more worthy 7 be 
called thy fon z "viel thyſelf to God as one alot 


from the dead, and then thou wilt have A 


warrant to ſay with pleaſure, Thos art my 
: God, my j unes are in my land z phat time 8 
am 4 boil I will truſ in thee, 


Ry — "Tis our trueſt wildom and t to 


fr God and keep his commandments, * 
For we have an abſolute dependence on 
im; He hath the diſpoſal of our lives and 
F our comforts, and therefore we cannot 
ſexye « ourſelves any way ſo effectually, as by 
ferving God, and MT an intereſt | in bis 
* favor and friendſhip. 

Were all our tem poral concerns in the Aland 


of a mighty man, * hath 1 it in n his power 


to 


wn x 25 * 
5 my * 
F * » Vi ; 
* Ma ; 9 
* \-* 
: +7 | 
. gi 


. Y mY) 
to make us happy. or ruin us at pleafure ; ; 
would it not be our wiſdom to keep on good 
terms with Him, to follow. his kind direc- 
tions, and oblige Him to the utmoſt of our 
power? How much more is it our wiſdom 
and intereſt to reverence and obey Him, 
who is our abſolute Proprietor Sovereign and 
judge, who, can make our times eaſy and 
| 62 Thy or uneaſy and miſerable, 7 
who hath the diſpoſal of us to eternity ? 
It is therefore with the utmoſt propriety 
faid by Job, Job xxviii. 28. The fear of the 
Lord, that is wiſdom, and to, depart from 
evil. 15 underſianding; ; Pſalm iii. 10. A good 
| underſtanding have all they. that do bis com- 
 mandments ; for it is the way. to an. intereſt 
in his ſpecial favor, which. Is better than 
Hr! - 
3 our — 5 Ls faid, Thou art my . 
4 Cad, we have reaſon to truſt in Him, a . 
be. patient, eaſy and thankful, under, every 5 
diſpenſation of providence.” | 3 
For our times are in His hand, and the ö 
love he bears to us will not , ſuffer Him to 1 
neglect our intereſt. Tis the ſtrongeſt argu- 
went to patience and quiet ſubmiſſio ion which 
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the apoſtle propoſeth to the Hebrew chriſt 
tians, Hebr. xii, 5, 6, 9, 10. Whom the Lord 
Ioveth, He cbaſteneth, and ſcourgeth every Jon 
whom he receivetb. We have bad fathers of 
our fleſh who corrected us, and we gave them 
reverence ; ſhall we not, much rather be in 
ſabection to the Father of ſpirits and live? 
for They verily for a few days, chaſtened us 
after their own pleaſure, but He, for our pro- 
fit, that awe might be partakers of his holineſs ; 
nom, cbough no chaſtening for the preſent is 
Joyous but grievous; nevertheleſs it afterward 
yieldeth the peaceable fruits of righteouſneſs fo 
them who are exerciſed thereby." - Wherefore 
lift up the hands that hang N and en, 
en the feeble knees. | 
Nay, that our times are in di hand, is 
an argument, not only for patience, but for 
a chearful, thankful temper. Ts He not 
God all-ſufficient ? can infinite wiſdom err ? 
can abſolute rectitude do wrong ? can He 
who loveth us more than we do ourſelves, do 
any thing hard? can almighty power be 
Toros ? Is he not able to do for us abun- 
dantly above what we aſk or think? Ts he 
| not — where preſent to befriend his own 
D 2 "=. Pow 
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oo ? In a word, is He not our choſen por- 
tion, God and Father in Chriſt Zeſus ? 

. Chriſtians! when you are tempted to be 


melanchol y, and indulge to mourning, and 


fay with the good old patriarch, all theſe 
things are againſt me, I will go down te the 


grave weeping; indevor to compoſe your 


troubled minds, by putting a few queſtions 
to yourſelves. © Whom would I have to 
«chooſe and manage for me? In whoſe 
ce hand would I deſire my times ſhould be? 
« would I wiſh to have them in my own 
« hand, and carve for myſelf, and have my 
*« own will and way in every thing? would 
< not the conſequence of That be perpetual 
te blunders, uneaſy ſuſpenſe, anxious cares, 
s conſtant fears, and at laſt utter ruin?“ 


Whatever we may fondly imagine, it would 
be a very ſore judgment to be left in the 


hand of our own counſel. 

Let every ſincere chriſtian. ow; fay ; 
er bleſſed be God that my times are not in 
« the hand of my enemies, whoſe malice 
* might prompt them to deſtroy me! Thanks 
et be to God that they are not in the hand of 


| 5 « * my beſt friends on is whoſe igno- 


wy 7 ance, 


3 


il ; 21 ) 
„ rance; miſtake, or want of power tuight 
e lead me into numberleſs miſchiefs ] I bleſs. 
Thee that my times are not in my own. 
« hand, who am utterly unfit to judge what 
« is beſt. for myſelf; bleſſed be God who 
« graciouſſy condeſcendeth to chooſe and ma- 
« nage for me ! in thy hand I chearfully 
tc leave myſelf and all my concerns; in thee 
«S repoſe my truſt, to thee I commit my 
« ways, to thy determination I refer every 
_ event, nor. would I conſent to one mur- 
« muring thought; behold the ſervant of the 
« Lord, be it unto me as ſeemeth good in 
* thy fight, not * but thine be 
© gone! © + - - 
Difficult as it is to praftiſe, this 1 our un· 
deniable duty, and what J inculcate on you, 
I pray and labor to do myſelf; and td the. 
honor of God's free mercy, I ſpeak it, He 
hath inabled me to ſay, from my very heart, 
The Lord gave, the Lord made my daughter 
à bleſſing to me, the Lord hath taken * 
bleſſed be the name of the Lord. 
4. Inſtead of undutiful complaints, we 
bow inn to adrmice the mercy of God, 
that 
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TS x m7 22 1 
that our times are ſo good, as to ; the nation 
our families and perſons. 
The juſtneſs of this reflection will appear 
if we confider how much the univerſal go- 
verner is neglected and affronted by the moſt. 


Let us advert to the crying fins of the land, 


the torrent of infidelity and immorality ; the 
daring impiety and contempt of facred things; 
the vollies of ſhocking curſes and oaths, 


the diſregard of the Lord's day and divine 
worſhip; the continued proſtitution of 
the Lord's ſupper ; the gaiety, luxury and 


gaming; the injuſtice, perjury, drunk- 
ennefs, lewdnefs, robberies and murders 
that abound in city and country, under 
the clear light of the goſ pel, in defiance of 
the poſitive declarations of the wrath of God 
againſt thoſe who commit theſe things; if 
we attend to theſe conſiderations, we ſhall 
ſee reaſon to adore the divine clemency, that 
our land is not deſolate and uninhabited. 

If we further conſider the great careleſ- 
neſs, lukewarmneſs, and indifference to the 
beſt things, among the profeſſors of reli- 


gion; the want of mutual love and forbear- 


ance, and zeal for practical godlineſs; the 
| 7 la- 


8 1 230 
 lamentable decay of family-worhip and or- 
der, of cloſet · deyotion, yea and of com- 
mon honeſty too; we cannot forbear ſaying. 
with the prophet Ferem ab, At is of the Lord's 
mercy that we are not. conſumed, even wn 

hrs compaſſians fail nat. 
5. What hath been faid, ſhould bea a e 
ach motive to all to chooſe the Lord for our 
God, and devote ourſelves to his ſervice and 
Boner. * 
Did we conſider a as we. ought and might, 
that our times are in. the hand of God; that 
we havea continual dependence on Him for | 
life and breath. and all things ; and that i it is 
in his power to make us ealy and happy, or | 
miſerable for- ever, we could have no reſt i in 
our mind, till we had choſen Him for our 
God, and become his obedient ſubjects. 
Give me leave to inculcate this on every 
one that hath neglected to make this choice; 
at preſent perhaps, you injoy health and caſe 
and proſperous circumſtances, and therefore | 
God is not in all your thoughts, and you are 
unconcerned whether you have an intereſt „ 
e 88 a1 Av 2 
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ing alteration ?' — — gr 
continue eaſy, foot and agrerable as at pre- 
ſent? doth your moumtain ſtand ſo firm that it 
cannot be ewe what will vw d in the 
day of viſitation, when ficknefs'or pain will 
put an end to your gatety and tnirch, and an a- 
wakened conſcience torture you,: and the king | 
of terrrors arreſt you, and eternity open to 
view, and you feel you cannot live, and yet 
dare not die ? When fleſh and heart fail; and 
all your worldly. i injoyments cannot procute 
you a ſhort reprieve; what would you then 
give ? ? what world you not give chat was in 
your power, to be able to ſay, Thou art my. 
God, my —_ and Father, Thou wilt be 
the frrength e US my Heart and "y —_ fire 
euer? N 
Willy ou then call upon Him and lest 


bis mercy, after having trampled upon his 
laws and difpiſed- the riches of his good- 
neſs all your days? alas! it will then he toe 


late, you have no other anſwer to expect, 
but that in 1 Prov. 24. 25, Becauſe I baue 
called and you refuſed, T have firetched out. my 
band but you have not regarded, but have ſet 

ar nought my counſel and de * my reprogf; 
7 a * 
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(( 23: » N 
Laib lang at your calamity, I will W a 
when yaur: fear cometh; then ſhall you call 
xpen. we, but. I vill not anſwer ; you ſhall 
feel me curly, but. you ſhall not: find me. 

I would in a particular manner, addreſs 
young. perſons, the children of religious pa- 
eents, to. devote yourſelves hetimes to Gd 

and chooſe Em for the guide of your youth, | 
S 1 commit your concerns into his hanc 
I bleſs God, this was the caſe: of the de- 2 
ceakell. ' She feared God from her childhood, 
and took much pleaſure in his worſhip and 
ſervice, -riot only in public, but in her cloſets 
FF The ſeeds of rational piety, devotion and 
J virtue early ſown, and graciouſly watered by © 
the heavenly. dews, and nouriſhed by the 
kindly influences of the Holy Spirit in the 
ordinances of the Goſpel, grew up into the 
peaceable fruits of unaffected righteoufneſs, 
of which her acquaintants were witneſſes; 
nor have I the leaſt doubt but ſhe hath en- 
tered into the injoyment of the reward pro- 
miſed by the mercy of God the Father, 
1 e the Grace of the Lord E. 
Il am very ſolicitous that all, eſpecially my 
youbger' friends, ſhould gain ſome. advan- 
E tage 
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= Cf 26. Y; 
tage from this word and providence. to you 
therefore I would addreſs with as much ear- 
| neſtneſs, as if I were to ſpeak to you no 
more, but to ay out of 7 1 into 
eternity. 

Remember Now your creator in the days 
of your youth, and ſeek Him early. Set 
out betimes in the ways of religion, which 
you will find to be ways of pleafantneſs and 
paths of peace; you Abi been devoted to 
God by your parents or friends, Who inga- 
ged to train you up in the way in which you 
ſhould go; I beſeech you in the dying 
charge of David to Solomon his fon, 1 Chroon. 
xxvili. 9. Know you the God of your fathers, Y 
and ſerve Him with a perfect, i. e. ſincere 3 
heart and a willing mind; for the Lord 

 fearcheth all hearts and underflandeth "all the 

| ; nations of the thoughts; if you ſeek 
Him, He will be found of you, but if you 
8 Him, He will caſt you off for-ever. 

That you may ſerve Him in an accepta- 
| ple manner, I intreat you to accuſtom your- 
ſelves to the reading of the Holy Scriptures. 

Inſtead of converſing with plays, novels, ro- 
mances, and idle ſongs, (the delightful en- | 
tertainments Þ 
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( 27 1 
tertainments of too many choughtleſs young | 
perſons): hide the word of God in your 
heart, that you may not ſin againſt Him. „ 
Tis a. very important queſtion that in 
Ts cxix. Pſahn g, How ſhall a young. man 
cleanſe bis aways? the anſwer is, by. taking 
heed. thereto; according fo thy word, of which 
the : > Paul gives this encomium, that 
can be juſtly applied: to no book ſeparate . 
from the bible, that 1 7s able to make wiſe 
to ſalvation. © 
eee I intreat you, the Lord's day 
to keep it holy, | by. reading, meditation, 
mack and a conſtant, ſerious attendance 
on public worſhip ; and when you come 
home, recollect what you, have been hear- 
ing, eſpecially what was moſt ſuited to your 


— 


own caſe; labor to fix it in your memory 


and heart, that you may learn your duty 
and practiſe it. If you know theſe things ſaid 
Chriſt, Fobn 3 Xili, 17. Happy are. you if ye 
45 them. | 
A holy Fry * practices a Colter, | 
righteous and godly life is the chief end of 
all God'sordinances and all the inſtrumental 
dtn of religion; without which we re- 
SLY E 3 Ceive 


E ( 
ceive che grace of God in val, ard can have 
no juſt foundation of bn of letufe 8 

pineſs. 
hk therefore he your cy Rae, 
ee Lord create in me a clean heart, and re- 
new A tight fpirit within me; aſſiſt me to 
« purify myſelf, as Thou art pure; to ab- 
« ſtain from every appearance of evil and - 
te cleave to that which is good. or $3. 
Accuſtom yourſelves-'to daily prayer i in 
fecret| after having read a part of the word 
of God; to live without prayer, is to live 
without God in the world ; and if you will 
not pray to Him Now, He will not hear 
your earneſt cry hereafter, Lord, Lord, _ 
to us! receive us to heaven: 
Finally. 1 would beſeech my younger 5 
friends, that upon your attaining to years of 
diſcretion, and having choſen God for your 
Father, and Chriſt for your Savior, and reſoly- 
ed to be obedient to Him as your Lord, you 
would no longer neglect to comply with his 
Ayin g command, to come to his table, and 
publicly declare you are, and will be his 
diſciples, by eating and drinking in remem- 
_brance of his love in es to Waſh you from 
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your ſins in ln own 
it be your habitual care to perform 
vos, and live as deen arte _— 
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unprofitable { ; 7ants., 101 E 
I.uis as a ſhort view of a religiot E 
wis zs che enly preparation for a fe and | 
comfortable death, and a bleſſed. immor= 
I this: concern of life hath hab 
neglodhid hitherto by any one that heareth 
me this-day, I pray, 1 conjuze. you to delay 
it no longer, but be up and doing and God 
will be with and proſper you. 193 bid Big 

Let not any vain preſumptuous youth ay, 
what need is there of ſo much haſte? we 
: are in the flower of life, the vigor of health 

and and truſt we have . Jeans 

aalen, 00S 2» 

; What is your life, h young and 
1 ſtrong ? It is but as a vapor that may pre- 
f fently vaniſh; or as a flower, that may ſoon 
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4 upon the wing, and eternity at hand; it is 
4 fin _— 
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die but God 
hath in much wildem ——— 
ed cher time of our death, that we. may 
be always in 2: readineſs; leſt WP UNEx+ 

pecred, it finds us Netping.” 5” * 
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2oviFhe"time of youth and hes: is the fit 
teſt to begin and proſeeute the work' of re- 
— which cannot be done in a hurry, 


but fequireth much thought and e 


Watching and praying and fighting with 
our ſpiritual enemies, for which old age, the 
decline of life, : eſpecially” a fick and: Hing 
bed is che moſt unfit ſeaſon. 
W hatever-therefore the G. oſpel eequireth, | 
ſet about it Note, and do it with your might, 
and cry earneſtiy to God for aſſiſtance, in- 
couraged by the gracious declaration of Chriſt, 
Lube xi. 9, 13. Aſt, and it ſhall be giuen; 
eat und jou. ſhall find; knock, and it ſhall 
Se opened 3" if you, who are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children; how' much 
more vill the heavenly. Father give be 279-4 
. ron them that ab Him? 
God is Nez willing to be your: God. if 
Ou: ſeek . Him through Cbriſt, with your 
whole heart. Seek you therefore the Lord, 
8 1 | while 


a, 
* ; 
wy 
be. 
Fr 


his. madneſs; but none ever did, none ever 


der the heavy trials of life, and at the con= «i 


while He may be Found, call upon Him; 


while nee 5 ._ 


This is the one thing needful, and every "= 
one that neglects it, and give riches or ſen- 2 
ſual pleaſure the preference to God and reli 
gion, will, ſooner or later, bitterly repent 


will repent his having choſen God for his 3 
on and Lord. Nothing will afford uus 4 
ſupport and ſubſtantial comfort unn. 


£4 


cluſion of it, but Thzs, to be able to | fay, 
Thou art my God, my times are in thy band. 
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